A Vintage Guide to Nautical Charts

A rare reproduction of historical chart symbols,
preserved from an original 19th-century document.

Nautical charts are more than maps — they are the lifelines of sailors, filled
with hidden signs and cryptic codes. This brochure presents an authentic set
of vintage chart symbols, restored from an original archival document with
its original typography and charm intact. Once studied only by navigators at
sea, these signs now tell stories of past voyages and forgotten coasts.
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SYMBOLS AND ABBREVIATIONS FOR NAUTICAL CHARTS

The standard symbols and abbreviations which have been approved for
use on nautical charts published by the Coast and Geodetic Survey and
the Hydrographic Office are reproduced on the following pages.

Symbols and abbreviations are numbered in accordance with a standard lorm proposed by the International
Hydrographic Bureau.

Vertical figures indicate that the symbol or sbbreviation is in accordance with the |, H, B. standard.

Symbols or abbreviations which differ from those of the |. H. 8., or which do not sppear on the standard
are indicated by slant ligures.

Figures in parentheses indicate that the symbol or abbreviation is in addition to those shown on the standard.

A. The Coastline B Coast Features

: 121 Foreshores 1 G: Gulf

\\ e N > 2 5, Bay
R L . 5 2a) B, Bayou
e i

3 Fd. Fiord

1 Shoreline unsurveyed a Mud s 4 7 i Loch,LoughLake
5 Cr. Creek
5a) C. Cove

6 In. Inlet
7 Str. Strait
8 Sd. Sound

s
. d \_,_\/ 9 Puass. Passsge, Pass
A Ryl A ok .
of vocky, kiy of rocky, low e ’l‘"', = 10 Chan. Channel

3 Ch”y casstline (8‘!1”5) — 11 Entr, Entrance

¢ Stones or gravel 13 Mth., Mouth

' i; 8 P i Roads,
\/\J » ’O‘-‘ A A, Road“m{
'«%“IW w

15 Anch. Anchorage

4 Sandhills or dunes d Rock, uncovers at datum 16 Hbr.  Harbor
of soundings 17 P Part
o, (17a) P. Pond
X tos, 18 I. Island
Sl ey 19 It. Isiet
5 Stony or shingly shore 3 e il 20 Arch. Archipelsgo
_ ' Sand and gravel ' 21 Pen.  Peninsula
\\./‘\\‘ 22 G. Cape
< 2,, ;b\—v 23 Prom.Promontory
oyt I‘v-/" e T 24 Hd. Head
ot i 7 Coral, uncovers at datum 25 Pt Point
f dings (See O-10 y
g‘{, of soundings (See ) ag o :A'foun:am
502, oun
MANEIOve S )
)Q‘Y i @ 9 ‘\:. 27 Rge.  Range
\V\— Q\,-\,..ﬁa %,e \’-ﬁ 29 k. Peak
Symbol used onty % s 30 Vol. Volcana
In small areas N .
32 Bld. Boulder
7 Mangrove I extensowe (31) Sir Stream
- 12 Breakers along a shore 34) R. River
e e, — e pbanst (35) St Slough
mareh ‘:'L - Tl sy L L ¥
‘ S‘fmbol Mrad ol R * (36) agqg. agoon
mall areas 137) Thora, Thorotare
& Swamp or marsh 13 Limiting danger line
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C. The Land D Control Points

1 A Triangulation point(station)
S Fixed point
3 ‘256 Summit of height (Peak)
(when not & landmark)
(a) @ 256 Peak, accentuated by
1 Contours contours
b 3::} 58 Pea}l:,“ahc:;:!uaced by
s N () %“; Peak, when elevatvoq has
: not been determined
N aeas ‘i-\_ (d) (O Peak, when a landmark
tas Contars, approximate 4 D Obs. Spot  Observation spot
5 8.M. Bench mark
6 ° See View  View point
(9) Astro. Astronomical
(10) Tri. Triangulation
(11) C.of E.  Corps of Engineers
(12)
(13)

E. Units

2 Hachures
1 hr. hour
o= S g 2 2 min, minute
=T Y
5","1'," pih oo G ,‘c'. 3 sec. second
\‘éiﬁ- iy em— < m. meter
— 5 km kilometer
3 Glacier 6 in. inch
5 7 ft. foor
TREE ;. ‘! 8 yd 70'd
A conapicuous Sl or Alngle tree 9 fm. h'hom
of any kind wusaful as o landmark.
11 M. nauticsl mile
S Isolated trees 12 ki S
13 lat. Iatitude
wooded !
14 long. longitude
9 Deciduous woodlind
17 cor, correction
woodod (18) ait. altitude
20 Conifercus woodland (19) ht. height
(20)
2560 T.T. 21)
(11) Elevation of top of trees (22)
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F. Adjectives G. Harbors

and other abbreviations - i‘ Aroh: Anchorage, large vessels
1 gt great (see No. P-12)
3 Irg. large 2 t Anch. Anchorage, small vessels
4 sml. small 3 Hbr. Harbor
7 mid. middle 6 Bkw. breaskwater
9 anc. ancrent s
12 CONSDIC.  conspicuous s y/- — ietty (partly below MH W)
16 dist. distant RN
(8a) 7 jetty (small scal
17 abt about ﬁ\'_‘ izl fapalft i)
(19) aband. abandoned ) .=‘\ Pier pier
(20) extr. extreme
11 -._+ groin (partly below M H W )
(21) concr, concrete
(22) bet. between 12 i-.ﬁ%’f’:"ﬁ_ -j P‘z’,‘:"z Anchorage prohibited
(23) estab. established
‘. ] )
(24) exper. experiments) 13\ _spoil area | spoil ground
(25) discontd,  discontinued 14 :" A I!.‘.P.-.{ fish traps
(26) 7. flood 0P (actual shape charted)
(27) mod. A (I14a) wunmuuy  Fsh, stk, fishing stakes when dangerous
(28) maintd. maintained 16 Ldg. landing place
(29) elec. electric is \\\/ Wh. wharf
(30) priv. private, ptivately
21 . Dol. dolphin
(31) prom. prominent
26 Quar, Quarantine
(32) std. standard
29 Cus. Ho. Customhouse
(33) subm. submerged
33 B. Hbr.  Boat Harbor
(34) approx, approximate
(35) cor. corner 35 W}\/ dock
(36) CL. clearance 36 )i:) dry dock  (actual shape
37) No. number . shown on large scale charts)
oating dock (actual sha
(38)  Ave. avenue L === GO (R S
shown on large scale charts)
(39) Hy. highway 39 ,;;_\P -__%_._,_ patent slip (marine railway)
(40) explos. explosive
(41) Blvd, boulevard (39a) iite‘ Ramp ramp
(42) 10 e lock (point upstream)
43)
{ 45 Obsy, Observatory
(44)
46
(45) (46
(46) (47)

Symbols and abbreviations for nautical charts




H.

Topography

Rouds i open country

Roads on

small scale charts

Roads (Rds:)

L nidk
v ig

16 Swing buidge, that can be opened

Track, footpath, or trail

MO NW, By,
or tramwey
A > I
m s —
Same grade Ry abooe Ry, velow

Railway (single or double track)
Ralway (Ry.) Railroad (R.R.)

S R S

17 Pontoon bridge, that can be opened

(17a) Lilt bridge

OVERHEAD CABLE
: GL 340 FT.
TOQER \ QWER

Overhead cable (ovHD CAB)

N}
3

() Bascule bridge, that can be opened

[ L L T Y et TR )

Power transmission line

Ferry
\‘-..
R

19 Feuy (Fy,)

RS o

—t

~—— ==
=~

River or Stream

ot

21 Dam

o _ ;

Intermittent stream

- —

(25) Levee

10

O

Lake (L.)

-\\"i'w?gwpp,,
::.‘:;'.Q‘ N R )
ey %ﬁ}&?

(26) Lava flow

12

Marsh (See No A-8)

13

Qnal s _atocs

Ditch L STils
' 4

Canal or ditch (point upstream)

L e e

(27) Log boom

-~ )| L
2
J
Bridge (fixed)(BR)

. - L B
subm.pile  Pile stumps  snags

(28) Submerged piling, piling,
stumps, and snags

(29) Tunnel (railroad or road)

T,

15 Drawbridge, in general

l LVw.-

0 r

(30) Viaduct
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Buildings

(la)

10
12
13
14
16

i8

19

23
24

(24a)
(24b)

26

27

29

30

32

34

When the buildings are prominent, they may be sh

oty

ymbol with descriptive note. (see L.63)

The landmark symbol is used to indicate positions of odjects when accurately determined.

Aoy

~ L~

Ho

-

>‘.\, Vil.
Cas.

i

a

ﬂﬂ Ho.

b3 Ch.

-

.

.

B Pag.
Mony.

. Cem.

ey .
) e |

Q
&

First Se.

Tel.
P.O.
Gowt.
Hosp.

Magz.

Clly or town
(large scale)

City or town
(small scale)

Village

Castle

House

Church
Temple

Mosque
Minaret
Pagoda

Manastery

Cemetery

Fort ((actual shape
charted)

Airplane landing field
Airport (large scale)

Small scale
Airport (military)
Awport (civil)

Street
Telegraph
Post Office
Government
Hospital

Magazine

35

36

37

10

41

42

44

46

(66)

(57)

(59)
(60)
(61)
(62)
(63)
{(64)
(65)
(66)
(67)
(68)
(69)

(70)

(71)

(72)

OMON.
Ocur.

Vas
‘Ruins

e

Osne

eley,

Facty

Sch.

Univ.
Inst.

Co.

Caorp.

Cap.

Cath.

Bldg.
Pav.

Ltd.
Apt.

Tp.

Monument
Cupola
elevation
elevator

elevated

Ruing
Tower
Windmill
Chimney
Oil tank
Fuctory

Gable

School
High School
University
Institute
Company
Corporation
Capitol
Courthouse
Cathedral
Building
Pavilion
Limited
Apartment

Telephone
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Miscellaneous Stations

2 )
- Sta. (S::"""G - 19 ('rs. Flagstall
\>e 6 ase Guar . Weather Bureau
3 K 5y (20) Q] ealher Durea
— (similar to LS.S.) Wel 818934 signal station
When the buildin 21) 0)
Fi ) o\Sltus SANDS o d" ;9 o Eiedie
s ndmar :
‘ 2 22) OF TR Flag tower
g Lif tats 2 C
6 ZLs.$ . ("S‘:"f 3; i (232 “Look: T8 Lookout tower
RKt. Sta Rocket station (24) Os'mr: Standpipe
8 O"u_ STA Pilot station (25) SELL Oh land
Sig. Sta. Signal station (26)
10 Sem Semaphore (27
K. Lights
1 - Pasition of light 31 Rot. Rotating
2 Lt Light (39) min minutes
3 LH. Lighthcuse au) sSeC seconds
4 . " Aeronautical light &4 visible
AERO 44a M. nautics! mile
5 - Lighted beucon 47 Gp group
49
& ‘ L{ghuhip SEC sector
Jj ) 61 Vi. violet
7 Lighted buoy 63 Bu. blie
10 REF Reflector 64 G green
Private light 65 o, prefge
a2 - (/lncn'nlm'ned by private 66 R red
Peiv. maintd interests; to be used | 67 white
with caution) (67a) Am. amber
21 F Fixed 68 08s¢ obscured
= See Occulting 69 () unwatched
% - Flashing 70 Occas occasional
: 71 Irreg wwreqular
k Fl ]
24 Qi IF Quick lashmg 73 Temp temporary
{24a) I Qk [nterrupted quick s0 Vert, vertical
26 Alt Alternating 81 Hor, horizontal
27 Gp Occ Graup occulting r82) . destroynd
28 Gp Fl Group flashing (82a) Exting. extinguished
s I ShortSTong (837 V.8 vortical beam
(84) Expger, experimontal
F F F. flash
29 1 xed and llashing (85) RGE range
3 F Gp F Fixed and group (86) AERO apionautical
llashing
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L.

Buoys and Beacons

I .

R

B !’sm
t3a)  Poowe

4 Owwss
s %

6 .(J v

7 Ose

& Y%
(Salt ?

12 ‘,
14 Paw

Position of bucy
Lighted buay
He!l buay

Gong buoy

Whistle buoy

Can buoy

Nun buoy

Spherical buoy
Spar buoy
Checkored buoy
Lightship

Fairway buay (8. & W
V.S, ) (Mid-Channel)

duncticn buoy (R, & B.
H.B.)

isolated danger buocy
(P &8 HB)

Wreck ot obstruction buoy

(REBBHB)o(G)

Mooring buoy

24
(27
28)
29)

31
32
33
a1
42
43
44
a5
(46
(47)
(48)

52

(52a)
a1
(7%

(63a)

(hd)

(65)

or
.paw
14

0

® Priv. maintd,

AW AR

Bn

-]

A tvuy Liomy Bdogs wre gravn,

Gy.
ra

Bn

Qankes
©

8n

REF

A

Y

(e entering a channel from sogwund, Buogs on - starboard side are ood with veen mumbers, s poart asde back
Jolth it mibers. Lighes on huogs on starboard Shle of channel aee vl or johite. uin port sude whife or groen
Midd-starptndd hungs fare Black and white vostical stripes
Sosrizondial bamds, Vhie agatom dovs mut wlasys sipply o fotvast wotes, The dot of the Buoy symbol, and the siall
Cirche o the Tyt vessed amd i By sembuls amid the conter of the deavon symbol indcate thair poxitians

Quar

wr e vl and Bluca

Quarantime buoy
Fish trap buoy

(W. 8 B HE)
Anchorsge buoy

Maintained by private
interests, ta be used
with cavtion

Harizontal bands

Vertical stripes

chechered

white

black

red

yoﬂow

greea

brown

gray

temparary buoy

Unlighted beacon
(Daybesacon)

Private aid to pavigstion

Bescon {See L-52)

Landmark

Landmark, position approx

Refloctor

Note: Buoy and beacon symbois with topmarks
may be shown on charts of formgn waters

—————

M. Radio and Radar Stations

N.

Fog Signals

1 Og sta.
2 °RT.

9 Og 1r.
(9a) OR. MasT

OR. TR,

(10) (WEAF)

o (O
12 acon

(13 Ra. Ref
(14) Ra.(conspic,)
(15) Ramk.

7 . D.F

Radio station
Radio telephone

Radiobeacen

Radio direction finder
station

Radio tawer
Radio mast

Commercial broadcast
Coast radar station

Radar responder beacon

Radar reflector
Radar conspicuous object
Ramark

W MO N O~

-
=

12
13
14
15
16
17
s
(19)
20)

Fog Sig.

SUB-BELL

SUB-0SC
NAUTO,

o/Aa
SIREN
HORN
HORN
BELL
WHIS,
REED
GONG
0. F.S
GUN

Fog signal station

Submadine fog bell
(mechanical)

Submarine oscillatar
Nautophone
Diaphone

Fog sen

Fog trumpet

Fog hom

Fog bell

Fog wihistle

Reeod hom

Gong

Distance finding station
Fog gun
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O. Dangers
[ -~ 7 BN
1 Rocks which do not cover; with their 15 Wreck of known depth
elevations above M.H.W. *
Pl 16 Sunken wreck, not dangerous to
& uncovera 2 1t ‘ @ surface pavigation or over which
2 Rocks that cover and uncover, with the depth exceeds (0 fathoms
heights in feot above datum of soundings -
x' ‘\
s ]
) ',
(3a) When rock of 2 is considered 17 Foul ground
a danger to navigation | E e e
{ide rips. B S
Symbol used only
+ in small grecs
18 Overfalls or tide rips
ida) Sunken rock
4 eddues
= 19 Eddies
(4b) When rock of 4a is considered Xelp =
a danger to navigation e e
{2\‘"-1!& 20 Kelp, any kind  “in ponch potone
fdc) Sheoal sounding on isclated rock
replaces symbol
(20a)
Qe Eliwg Ehobstr 21 Bk. bank
22 Shl, shoal
6a Sunken danger with depth cleared
by wire drag (Feet or fathoms) 23 Rf. reef
Ty 24 Le. ledge
ha s 8,
5 0‘*’ 3 '.\\,/Ii,, 25 breakers (see A.12)
S s 2] e
10 Coral or rod:y me/ ( below datum 27 Obstr obstruction
of soundings) See A.11g 28 Wk. wreck
S (28q) Wks. wreckage
11 Stranded wreck ( .;ny portion of hull 33 cov. covers
above datum of soundings)
34 uncov. uncovers
..»:.“"‘;,‘
M masts 35 Rep. reported
12 Sunken wreck with anly masts visible 2 s
s (35a) “.Ahto;‘w shoal reported
Za
i 36 Discol. discolorad
14 Dangerous sunken wreck with less than :
10 fathoms of water over it (See 6a) 41 P.A. ROBEHVT RER R AEE
e a2 P.D. position doubtful
w"mm
X DA, S 43 E.D. existence doubtful
(14a) A number of sunken wrecks 44 Pos. position
2‘ L obutr (467
(14b) Obstruction of any kind (47)
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P. various Limits T. Tides and Currents
1 ———— Leading line (Range line) ! HW high water
=3 N, (la) HHW. higher high water
4 e ) Limit of sector s L w T st
5 Channel or course f2a) LLw, lower low water
recommended
3 M.T.L. mean tide level
(OO = e = Alternate course
4 M.S.L mean sea level
7 Skl arae Submarine coble 6 Sp. spring tide
- 7 Np. neap tide
ipeline 4
8 gk ?:" e Submatine pipe hne (Ha) M L. mean; high watet
Pipeline arme (8b) MHH.W. mean higher high water
9 —————— Maritime limits in general (9a) ML.W mean low water
- (9b) M.LLW. mean lower low water
e Limit of tishing zone 10 : :
7 : ' (Psk rap-araas bayoded LSLW. Indian spring Jow water
e s by broken lines) 17 Str: stream
1 BT Limit of dumping ground 18 current, general
(see Nos. P-o & G.13) 19 2 kn flood stream
2kn
12 : Anchorage limit 9 apb’ stieam
o —— = 23 vel, velocity
pom e A 24 kn. knots
13 E_\_’z_f‘_'?‘_"i_b’ Limit of airport
International boundary -
16 _—_ (also State boundary) @5) Current Diagram, with
15 e eo imits explanatory note
(21) Bdy. Boundary
22) Bdy. Mon. Boundary monument
23) Reservation line f26)
Q. Soundings R. Depth Contours & Tints
2 77 No bottom sounding Feel Fathoms
edged channels (6) ?
5 0 FEET MAY 1995 (controlling depth ;
e e may be shown in 12 2
separate note) 8 3
Swept areas (shown ;3 :‘;
by green tint) 36 6 R Ny
i (not yet covered by 60 10 e —
9 sulficient hydrogra- 120 20 = e
phic surveys ta show 180 30 - ez
1333\ adequate soundings) 240 40 B e L
Areas swept by wire 300 50 N Sl il
(9a) drag to depth indi- 600 100 DS N ™
togd P 1.200 200 R e
.~ 3 1 1,800 | 300 T
(12) 9 Soundings taken from 2.400 400 S R e S e
older surveys or small 3.000 500 s e e L
er scale charts 6.000 1.000 - et
(16) 6= ~Lz [ Stream 12,000 | 2.000 e --
18,000 | 3,000 -——— -—-
17) See genersl remarks 13
é & i it 2 Or 10 fathoms and S =" O it
(18) greater Or 100 (blue)
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Quality of the Bottom

1 Grd. ground 32 Er. foraminifera
2 S. sand 33 Gl glabigerina
3 M. mud 34 Di, diatom
4 Oz. coze 35 Rd. radiolaria
5 M. ) 36 Pt pteropod
6 ci el 37 s Holgzot
' ¥ 39 fne. fine
7 G. 9""9! 40 crs. coarse
8 Sn. shingle 41 sfl. soft
9 P pebbles 42 hrd. hard
10 St. stones 43 stf. seiff
(10a) Sp. specks 44 smil. small
11 Rk. rock 45 Irg. large
(11a) Bld. (s) boulder (s) 46 stk. sticky
12 Ck. chalk 47 brk. broken
13 Qz. quartz (47a) rky. rucky
14 GCo. coral 50 spk., speckled
(14a) Co. Ha. coral bead 51 gy gritty
15 Ma. madrepore 53 fly. flinty
(16a) Vol. Ash. volcanic ash 54 glac. alacial
17 La. lava 56 wh. white
18 Pm. pumice 57 bk. black
19 T. tufa 59 bu. blue
20 Sc. scorice 60 gn. green
21 Gn. cinders 61 wi. yellow
22 Mn. manganese 63 ra. red
23 Sk shells 64 br. brown
24 Oys. oysters 66 ey. gray
25 Ms. mussels 67 It light
26 Spg. sponge 68 dk. dark
27 Grs. grass (69) Ca. calcareous
28 Wd. weeds (70)
U. Compass
1 N. north
Yo 2 E. east
, L 3 S south
S L , % : B 4 W, west
§ }': - («-Z’j 5 NE. northeast
s g\ = 2 e
gf 3 A ,,-:t:“‘.b‘_ ¥ 27 g 6 SE. southeast
=9 = \ oy 7 SW. southwest
=5 \ s
! \. W 3 » & NW. narthwest
% T T PR S,
= by l R 21 brg. bearing
/B v )
0ip
5 7 i 100 - 23 mag. magaetic
2 24 var, variation
Compass Rose (27) deg. degrees
The outer circle is in degrees with zero at tiue s
north, The inner circles are in points and degrees with 28 aev. deviation
the arrow indicating magnetic north.
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